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Name:  Karin von Strokirch
News Source (publisher):  Pacific Islands Development Program, East-West Center.
Name of article: The Contemporary Pacific: The Pacific Region in Review: International Issues and Events, 2002: OCEANIA
Date of Article Mon, 09/29/2003.
 Link to Article: http://www.pireport.org/articles/2003/09/29/contemporary-pacific-pacific-region-review-international-issues-and-events-2002 
1. What did you already know about the article topic –OR-- the region it covers? (3-5 sentences) (Do NOT say that you “know nothing about the subject or the region it covers” – that is impossible.  You should at least have an idea about the region from the chapter you read in the course textbook!)    
There are a couple of things that I already knew about this topic ;first it’s very clear in my mind  that protection of the aquatic plants and animals is very key in determining on how far the communities living around any water body can prosper. Pollution of the aquatic marine environment is very critical to the survival of the aquatic plants and animals. This has been a key point of concern for the islanders. In general, what’s common about the oceanic people is that their identity, culture, and livelihood are fundamentally defined by their relationship with the marine environment. They have always relied on the sea as a source of food and as a conduit for trade and communication with the outside world
2. Comprehensiveness of Information
A. The 5 "W's" and "H"(Be detailed – each answer should be at least 2 – 3 sentences)
1. Who?:Pacific Islands Development Program tries to engage the Oceania people mainly from Australia, in trying to guard the marine life and more fundamentally trying to create awareness on the role that the marine environment in o9ffering amore vibrant economic  gains for the current and future generation .
2. What?: The island development program initiative is teaching the people of Australia to basically have what can be termed as unity of purpose which its main aim is to intensify  the campaign to protect the marine environment from undue exploitation and pollution, especially by outsiders. As it’s documented that pacific areas used to be the hub for nuclear testing and waste dumping areas.
3. Where? This article in general is based on the people of Australia.
4. When: This issue is currently still happening in Australia, marine environment is highly being encroached and exploited at a very high rate. This has been the major problem affecting even the general productivity of the marine environment to sustain people living around the marine environment that for a long time they have been depending majorly on the marine environment for food and other services like tourist attractions.
5. Why? The rate at which information diffusion has been taking place on the best alternative to protect and safeguard the environment has been very low. Pacific Islands Development Program thought it would be of great benefit mainly to islanders to share this issue of marine environment protection and the creation of much public awareness through different media channels so that a large group of people can be reached.
6. How: Pacific Islands Development Program needs to entirely discuss this issue in totality with the islanders. It has been able to explain to the islanders why it’s worth to talk about marine environmental.
B. Which of the 5 themes of Geography does this article most pertain to –AND-- explain in 3-5 sentences how it applies? 
I think the theme that this article most pertains to is region. I think that it pertains to it the most based on the  fact that  pacific as a region has much of the marine life in abundance and it therefore calls for the need to put stiff measures in protecting it. Most people have not been fully enlightened on the need to conserve the aquatic environment. 
I think that the theme that pertains the most to this article is Pollution of the aquatic marine environment. The fundamental reason why pollution is very key here is that, much of the people living in Oceania areas have not been made aware of the impact of causing pollution on the marine environment. The people of Australia can now take this information and spread it on to others as well. 
3. Magnitude of the event in story
A. Is it international, national or local?
This article is an international article.
B. What is its impact or potential impact? How are or were people affected by it? (3-5 sentences): 
Pacific Islands Development Program potentially has a great impact on the people of Australia. It is promoting positive environment protection that can affect every individual within Australia. Through this program it can help the people of Oceania specifically of Australia to positively take issues of environment into much concern.
4. Scholarly Reaction– in 3 – 5 paragraphs, summarize what you think of this article relating/supporting your thoughts to geographic themes you have read in your textbook and other sources.
I thought this was a very fantastic article. After reading the textbook and the section on environmental matters, I got attached to getting to know much about the environmental matters and how the Pacific Islands Development Program is putting different strategies in place in order to ensure that the islanders are much aware impacts that can come as a result of interfering with the marine ecosystem. Through this program, I came to realize that most people within Australia just lacked knowledge on the measures to take in safeguarding the environment In regard to this most Australians are turning to be good stewards in protection of marine environment which is the main source of their livelihood. 
Pacific Islands Development Program is a great opportunity to learn more about environmental protection without feeling ashamed or having a stigma. I think the community should take the opportunity so everyone can improve their immediate environment. It’s however very unfortunate to read the statistics on the extent of marine environment   that has been encroached .The only sure way to ensure that the aquatic environment is fully taken ac are of is through direct involvement of the people. 























